
Skill Performance Evaluation (SPE) Certificate Issues  
 

Below are several areas in which FMCSA often finds that MEs have incorrectly completed the Medical 

Examination Report Form (MER), MCSA-5875, and Medical Examiner’s Certificate (MEC), Form 

MCSA-5876.  When identified, FMCSA must void the examination and require the driver to obtain a new 

examination as it was not conducted or recorded properly and often results in an improperly issued MER 

and MEC.  Please review these carefully to ensure you are completing these forms fully and accurately. 

 

Driver Health History Review Section of the MER 

 

FMCSA often reviews examinations in which MEs have not addressed Yes” and “Not Sure” responses 

provided by the driver in the Driver Health History section at all or have not provided an appropriate level 

of detail pertaining to medical conditions when filling out the Driver Health History Review Section of 

the MER.  In many instances, detailed information is missing when the driver has a missing limb or 

impairment to the limb. 

 

As the ME conducting the driver’s physical examination, you are required to complete the entire medical 

examination per 49 CFR 391.45.  This includes reviewing the answers and comments provided by the 

driver in the Driver Health History section. In doing so the ME is responsible to discuss the responses, 

document any “Yes” and “Not Sure” responses from the Driver Health History section and note any 

conflicting information present. This section also allows the ME to address any comments, available 

medical records, or other health conditions reviewed.  Please be sure to complete this section for all 

physical qualification examinations performed. 

 

Example: 

 

When evaluating a driver under 49 CFR 391.41(b)(1) and (b)(2), MEs must ensure question #19 in the 

Driver Health History section of the MER has been answered appropriately and that the condition is 

document with a level specificity that allows FMCSA staff to clearly identify the limb loss or impairment 

and whether a prosthetic device is used.  Without this information, FMCSA staff are unable at times to 

identify if the driver is eligible to apply to receive an SPE certificate.  For example, if a driver has a 

congenital defect of the left hand, the description should be detailed to the following level, “Congenital 

defect of the left hand, absence of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th digit with only a partial stub formed for the 

thumb” (see example below). 

 



  
 

 
 

Physical Examination Section of the MER 

 

FMCSA often reviews examinations in which the ME has incorrectly marked question #11 as “normal” 

when it should be marked as “abnormal” based on the evaluation of the driver under 391.41(b)(1) or 

(b)(2).  In addition, MEs often fail to provide any detail or have not provided an appropriate level of detail 

pertaining to the medical condition. 

 

After conducting the physical examination by evaluating the driver’s body system for abnormalities, you 

must properly record the results by marking the radio buttons for questions 1-14 as “Normal” or 

"Abnormal." You must properly document any “Abnormal” answers in the space below and indicate 

whether driver’s ability to operate a CMV would be affected.  Please be sure to complete this section for 

all physical qualification examinations performed. 

  



Example: 

 

When evaluating a driver under 49 CFR 391.41(b)(1) and (b)(2) MEs must ensure that “abnormal” is 

selected for question #11 in the Physical Examination section of the MER.  It is essential to provide a 

detailed description of the issue as FMCSA staff must be able to use the information to determine if the 

driver is eligible to be considered for an SPE certificate. 

 

 
 

Medical Examiner Determination Sections of the MER and the MEC 

 

FMCSA often reviews examinations in which the ME has failed to indicate the need for an SPE certificate 

on BOTH the MER and/or MEC. When an SPE certificate is required and it’s not indicated on the MER 

and MEC, the driver has been incorrectly issued an unrestricted MER and MEC. When this occurs, 

FMCSA must void the examination and the driver is required to obtain a new examination.  

 

If an interstate CMV driver meets all other physical qualification standards except 49 CFR 391.41(b)(1) 

or (b)(2), the MER and MEC must BOTH indicate the driver meets the standards only when 

accompanied by an SPE certificate. This is indicated by marking the box titled, “Accompanied by a Skill 

Performance Evaluation (SPE) Certificate” on BOTH forms. Please be sure to mark this box if an SPE 

certificate is required. (see example below) 

  



Example: 

 

   
 

 
 

Medical Examiner Determination Sections of the MER 

 

FMCSA often reviews examinations in which the ME has completed both the Medical Examiner 

Determination (Federal) and Medical Examiner Determination (State) sections when only ONE of these 

should be completed. 

 

When an examination is performed in accordance with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations 

(FMCSRs), MEs should complete the Federal Medical Examiner Determination section. When the 

examination is performed in accordance with the FMCSRs with any applicable State variances (valid for 

intrastate operations only), MEs should complete the State Medical Examiner Determination section.    


